
Operations Manager Report

It is with much pleasure I can report a tremendous amount of on-court success 
was achieved by our region in 2009, highlighted by two national team titles, a 
swag of individual successes and numerous Squash NZ and Canterbury overall 
sport awards and nominations.  Through these results and recognitions there 
is plenty of positive buzz in the sport and I look forward to the year ahead with 
much enthusiasm.

Squash Canterbury used 2009 to focus on the core of the sport after many 
landmark strategic achievements in recent years with the acquisition of 
Squash HQ and our clubs and volunteers hosting the World Squash Masters 
Championships to such a high standard.  As an organisation we have learned 
plenty throughout the year and we look forward to working on our systems and 
processes to further enhance our strategic leadership and operational support 
for our clubs and members.

There was an exhilarating feeling generated by the landmark success of the 
Canterbury Boys Under 19 team, who won the national title for the fi rst time 
in 32 years.  This was the result of many hard years work and congratulations 
to everyone that contributed to these players development and the guys 
themselves for making this possibility a reality.  Their success received glowing 
recognition by winning the Overall Outstanding Junior Team Award in a strong 
fi eld at the Sport Canterbury Awards.

NZ Junior player Megan Craig had a spectacular year not only representing NZ 
at the Junior World Championships in Chennai, India, claiming the national U17 
title and was named most improved NZ junior girl, but was also a fi nalist in the 
Overall Young Achiever Category at the Sport Canterbury Awards.

For the fi rst time squash was honoured with three fi nalists at Canterbury Sports 
Awards (supported by the Hadlee Sports Trust).  These were a result of the 
hard work done over the World Squash Masters Championships.  Committee 
Chairman Barry Gardiner (Personality), Vaughan Utteridge (Administrator) and 
the event itself were fi nalists.

Megan Craig was one of three national individual champions from Canterbury 
with Joely Bennett (girls U15) and Todd Bennett (boys U11) once again proving 
their immense potential with dominating showings.  
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