
2015 Squash Canterbury Awards Night 
Thursday 24th September – Christchurch Football Squash Club 

Doors open: 5.00pm Awards begin: 7.00pm 
 
 

Intro: MC Jenn Halliday, Strategic Manager, Squash Canterbury 
 
Opening speech: Michael Taylor – Board Chairman, Squash Canterbury 
 
 
Presentation of interclub awards 
Awarded by Dean Baldwin – Robbie’s Riccarton – Squash Canterbury major sponsor 
 
 Round One Interclub Winners 

 
 Kathy Hargreaves Trophy – Christchurch 1 

 
Ruby Beresford, Claire Cumming, Diane McCoy, Liza Tonkin and captained by Christine 
Cumming. 
 
 

 Wilson Trophy – Squashways 1 
 

Jonny Barnett, Alex Oakley, Chris van der Salm, Chris Williams and captained by Doug Latham. 
 
 
 

 Round Two Interclub 
 
 

2015 OPEN Runner up Winners 

Div 10 Football 12 Christchurch 10 

Div 9 Christchurch 9 Rangiora 6 

Div 8 Hoon Hay 2 Rangiora 5 

Div 7 Christchurch 8 Burnside 7 

Div 6 Squashways 7 Burnside 8 

Div 5 Cashmere 2 Football 6 

Div 4 Richmond 1 Cashmere 1 

Div 3 Squashways 6 Sumner Sharks 

Div 2 Football 4 Squashways 3 

Div 1 Squashways 2 Christchurch 1 

 
 

2015 WOMEN Runners up Winners 

Div 5 Eastside Rebels 4 Burnside 6 

Div 4 Christchurch 3 Christchurch 4 

Div 3 Burnside 4 Rangiora 2 

Div 2 Eastside Rebels 2 Christchurch 2 

Div 1 Football Yellow Christchurch 1 

 
 
 
 

 



 The Sumner Salver for best men’s team in Interclub: 
 

Christchurch 10 
 
 

 The University Cup for best women’s team in Interclub: 
 

Christchurch 4 
 
 
 The Marist Trophy for the best performed club in Interclub 

 
Christchurch Squash Club 

 
 
Canterbury Junior Age Group Awards 
Awarded by Canterbury District Coach, Mike Allred. 
 

Under 11 Girls Third Place Olivia McCoy 

 Runner-up Moriya Karati 

 Winner Caitlin Millard 

   

Under 11 Boys     Third Place Charlie Prince 

  Runner-up Matthew Growcott 

 Winner Tom Marshall 

   

Under 13 Girls Third Place Nadia Karati 

 Runner-up Abbey Barron 

 Winner Leonie Marshall 

   

Under 13 Boys Third Place James Growcott 

 Runner-up Tom Marshall 

 Winner Nathan Briggs 

   

Under 15 Girls Winner Grace Allen 

   

Under 15 Boys Third Place Todd Ryley 

 Runner-up Curtis Millard 

 Winner Caelum Betteridge 

   

Under 17 Girls Third Place Grace Allen 

 Runner-up Molly Allen 

 Winner Kimberley Higgs 

   

Under 17 Boys Runner-up Matthias Paltridge 

 Winner Aaron Briggs 

   

Under 19 Girls Winner  Hema Govind 

   

Under 19 Boys Third place Matt Duncan 

 Runner-up Charlie Barker 

 Winner Jayden Millard 

 
 



Services to Squash 
 
 

 Squash Canterbury would like to recognise the outstanding contribution made by the committee 
for Senior Nationals this year. They held a successful NZ Senior Nationals that ran very 
smoothly. They worked hard on the designer range of apparel, provided a detailed program and 
held a professional formal function at the conclusion of the event. They also had all major games 
live streamed and prior to the tournament managed over $60,000 in earthquake repairs. We 
congratulate the following Nationals committee members on their outstanding achievement: 
Helen Benington, John Horwood, Jeanette Beatty, Sharon Ashmore, Freddie Walker, Kirsty 
Allison, Emma Sim, Nigel Lloyd and Greg Atkins. 

 
 

 Greg Atkins – Christchurch 
 
Greg is continuously looking at ways to further promote the game of squash to new and existing 
players. He introduced the concept of clubs running mini tournaments, like the 14.3 series. This has 
been a huge success for the busy players of the Canterbury scene – committing only 3 hours per 
tournament. These tournaments are extremely popular with all players.  
 
Greg is always keen and willing to help out other clubs with their events and is normally the first one 
taking on TC duties at the Christchurch club. This year, Greg has taken the lead in running the 
Canterbury Open and Canterbury Graded Champs.  
 
Greg’s enthusiasm and friendly disposition has become a well know factor within the Canterbury 
Squash fraternity and certainly plays a big part in the tournaments he runs becoming very 
successful.  
 
 

 Dean Williamson - Burnside 
 

Dean has served on the Burnside committee for five years and is the current treasurer. He assisted 
Paul with the Burnside PSA and spent countless hours applying for grants, transporting players to 
and from the courts, arranging billets and general administration. He also keeps the bar stocked and 
assists with tournaments. No longer able to play squash, Dean makes up for it with a huge voluntary 
commitment to the club. 
 

 

 Tracey Marshall - Marlborough Squash Rackets Club  
 
Tracey is a long-time member of our committee and has filled many roles, more recently that of the 
Club Statistician and Secretary. She has been the driving force behind the club’s use of the iSquash 
Tournament module, spending many hours getting to grips with this system and then training others 
on its use. She has been one of the main organisers of the Undy9Hundy series - a series of one day 
tournaments run once a month for 10 months of the year for juniors who have under 900 points.  It 
has been very successful and has been a great way for juniors to play competitive squash and move 
up the grading list. 
 
Tracey is the first point of contact for new members and is very efficient at responding to new 
membership requests and welcoming new players. This year, Tracey was one of the main 
organisers of the South Island Junior Age Groups which were held at the club. Tracey is well 
deserving of recognition for her services to squash for her positive attitude and willingness to help 
and do whatever needs doing. The club feels is fortunate to have someone like her. 
 

 



 The Phil Morgan Trophy for Referee of the Year 
 

 Wayne Smith 
 
Wayne has officiated as a referee at NZ Senior Nationals this year, the Oceanian Junior Champs in 
Invercargill, and the Burnside PSA event. He has worked with fellow club members and mentored 
four of them to achieve their district refereeing badges. Wayne has held numerous refereeing nights 
at the Christchurch Club. We thank Wayne for his contribution to refereeing in the Canterbury district. 
 
 
 
 The Roger Allred Trophy for Junior Personality of the Year 
 
The nominees are -  
 

 Charlie Barker - Football 
 

Charlie has played 90 games, with a win ratio of 61%. His points movement of 270 has cemented 
his position as a B1. Last year he held a NZ ranking of No 10 in the Under 17 Boys. Charlie has 
supported tournaments throughout the country this year and has played in over 20. 
 
Charlie has a great attitude on and off the court, and helps other juniors at club coaching. With a 
busy tournament calendar, Charlie has been learning to manage his schedule and commitments. 
Charlie is a great asset to the sport of squash. 
 
 

 Amelia Wadsworth – Marlborough College Old Boys 
 
Amelia is one of the highest graded players in Marlborough in both the senior and junior rankings. 
She is the Junior Representative on the MCOB committee and has been involved with coaching a 
junior development squad over the past term. Amelia has participated in coaching modules over the 
past few years, gaining coaching qualifications. She has been dedicated with her training and has 
worked hard with coaches like Mike Allred and Andrew Ellis where possible. 
 
Amelia’s hard work paid off with her being selected to represent NZ in the Secondary Schools Trans-
Tasman tournament held in Sydney this year. This was her second year in this team. As a junior, 
Amelia also represented Marlborough in the Heaphy Shield Team – a predominantly senior team.  
 
Amelia was a member of the Marlborough Girls College Squash team that won the South Island 
Schools event earlier in the year.  For most of her playing career (only aged 15 now) Amelia has 
been on the NZ ranking list for age groups. Amelia is a role model in Marlborough for all levels and 
ages of players 
 
 
The winner is: Amelia Wadsworth 
 
 
 
 The Wayne Henderson Trophy for Coach of the Year 
 
 
The nominees are: 

 
 Tracey Widdon 

 



Tracey Widdon has been playing squash for many many years. With Jack her son showing potential 
Tracey put her hand up to be "baby juniors" co-ordinator at the Marlborough College Squash Club. 
She has participated in the Big Nix and Small Nix coaching modules which has allowed her to have 
the confidence and ability to coach. She is also on the committee and in charge of the kitchen during 
tournaments. 
 
Tracey has run over the past two terms a Friday night training session for all of the newest and 
youngest members of our club. She has shown her enthusiasm in keeping the young players coming 
through. Tracey's humour and great personality has kept the kids coming through and more joining 
the club.  Both parents and kids alike all love her. 
 
 

 John Brown 
 

John is the coach of the NZ Secondary Schools team which travelled to Sydney this year. The team 
won 85 matches to 5. He also was the Canterbury Senior women’s coach this year and in 
conjunction with Mike Allred, set the coaching program for the men’s and women’s squads. 
 
He is the head coach for the Christchurch Boys’ High team for Nationals and South Island 
Championships, and the Burnside Junior Club Night Coach. He also coaches professional player 
Chris van der Salm and is currently working with Masters players prior to Nationals. John runs 
various training squads at Squashways. All John’s work with squash players is on a volunteer basis. 
 
 

 Adam Odering 
  

Adam is now in his fourth year as Christchurch Football’s club coach and continues to show 
development as a coach, passing on his great skills. He has initiated many new focused training 
plans which have in turn given the club some outstanding results in local and National tournaments. 
Adam is committed to coaching and has attended South Island/ North Island Age Groups and NZ 
National age groups. His year has been affected by his own and family illnesses that he has 
professionally worked through to still give the members of Football a high level of coaching at their 
doorstep. 
 
This year Adam has developed a program for St Andrews school which has led to a number of their 
pupils joining the club. He has been involved in coaching players to titles in Canterbury Age Groups, 
and most notably the coaching of Jayden Millard – 6th in the NZ Under 19 rankings.  Other juniors 
to show development are Charlie Barker, Matt Duncan and Emma Cormack. On and off the court 
Adam is an outstanding mentor to the juniors especially.    
 
 
The winner is: John Brown 
 
 
 Trophy for Masters Player of the Year 
  

 Scott Gardiner 
 
Scott has always been one of the Canterbury’s top players but his achievement this year to make 
the Canterbury senior team for nationals, amongst all the youngens, was an outstanding 
achievement! Scott’s experience played a key role in the success of the Canterbury team. His other 
achievements also include Canterbury Open runner-up, member of the winning Quads team, and 
current Masters age group and team champion. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 Trophy for Senior Personality of the Year 
 
The nominees are –  
 

 Christine Cumming 
 
Chris has been the Ladies Club Captain for the past 4 years. She freely gives up her time to run 
ladies coaching sessions on Sunday mornings, with the focus being on helping newbies to squash 
and more importantly keeping those ladies interested in playing the game and competition. She is 
the main organiser of the R18 Women Only squash tournaments, which is into its fourth year. This 
year Chris coached the D grade Womens Superchamps team, which travelled to Cromwell. As well 
as her promotion of squash, Chris is a top women’s player and captained the Christchurch team to 
success in Interclub this year. 
 
 

 Wayne Seebeck 
 
Wayne started playing squash at 26 years old and is still playing 33 years later! He is always giving 
support to players ad younger players look up to him. He helps around the club and is supportive of 
tournaments and getting players to enter them. He is the Canterbury Masters Convenor and at a 
National level the Director of NZ Masters since 2010. He has also been on the seeding panel for the 
World Squash Masters since 2008. 

 
He was the MC for the 2015 Senior Nationals Formal Function and did all of Canterbury proud with 
his professional approach to the task, background research on the people to speak about and he 
totally put the icing on the cake for a very successful event for us all.   
 
 

 Tom Hannon 
 
Tom is 77 years young! He spends our winter in England and our summer in NZ. A very crafty skilled 
player who gives many a player half his age a hiding, as he certainly doesn’t like to lose without 
giving it his best game. He is an all-round good sort and happily donates his time to do things for 
the Football club, or chat to members, and supports all the inter house leagues. Tom was 
instrumental in Football getting an AED unit, by kindly donating this to the club. 
 
 

 Russell Lindsay 
 
Russell has been president of the Marlborough College Old Boys Club for the past two years with 
previously being vice president and club captain for three years. He has led by example by always 
being a gentleman on and off the squash court. He is a huge personality in the club and is highly 
respected and liked. 
 
Russell is the first to help with tournaments and has spent many hours co-ordinating and running 
tournaments, putting draws together, being court controller, and organising and handing out prizes. 
All of this while many times playing as well. 
 
Russell is also the President of Squash Marlborough Inc for the past seven years and is the main 
contact with Squash Canterbury and Squash NZ and handles all the administration. Russell has 
been instrumental in the club being upgraded over the past few years.  The club now has new 



ceilings and lights which has been a huge undertaking for the club. 
 
Russell is always the go to man for all information regarding the club or tournaments. He is an all-
round great bloke, always with a smile and a Speights in his hand! 
 
 

 Paul Growcott 
 
Paul has run three successful PSA tournaments over the past years. These involve massive 
fundraising efforts, player liaison and billeting. Paul looks after the administration through Burnside, 
Squashways and NZ Squash. He fundraises for club balls and shirts, and manages the court repairs 
and insurance work. He does this on top of his commitments as a parent with two children competing 
successfully at local and national levels. Paul continues to develop and promote squash throughout 
Canterbury. He works with Secondary School Squash, the Squashways team who retained the 
Cousins Shield, and is a legend in general! 
 
 
The winner is: Russell Lindsay 
 
 
 
 The Growcott Cup for Junior Player of the Year 
 
The nominees are: 
 

 Jayden Millard - Football 
 
Jayden has played 81 games – with a win ratio of 70.4%. In early August Jayden got to level. He is 
nationally ranked number six in the Under 19 Boys. He has worked hard over the last year to improve 
his game, and travelled to a number of tournaments, including South Island and North Island Juniors, 
and the NZ Junior Age Groups. He trains early in the morning before school as well as during the 
day and after school. 
 
Jayden won the Canterbury under 19 boys title and was runner-up at the South Island under 19 
boys. He is a member of the NZ Elite National Junior squad and will be travelling to Canada in 
December for tournaments and coaching experience.  
 
 

 Quinn Udy – Marlborough Squash Rackets Club 
 

Quinn is currently nationally ranked number three in the Under 17 Boys and is a member of the NZ 
Elite Junior Squad. 
 
Some of Quinn’s achievements include representing NZ in the U17’s in the Trans-Tasman Junior 
Series played in Invercargill, runner up in the U17’s of the Oceania Junior Age Groups, winner of 
the Men’s Division 1 at the North Island Senior Champs, runner up in the North Island Junior 
Champs, member of the NZ Secondary Schools Senior Boys Team which travelled to Sydney this 
year.   
 
 
The winner is: Jayden Millard 
 
 
 
 



 
 Trophy for Overall Personality of the Year 
 
This year’s winner of the Overall Personality of the Year has really gone above and beyond for 
squash this year. 
 
Helen Benington is the club president for Football and is a proactive president within the club, 
effectively doing the required presidential duties at the club and district level as well as managing 
the club bar including purchasing of all stock for the club requirements and functions that use the 
club lounge.  Helen liaises with the Christchurch Rugby Club as required, as well as being involved 
with Westminster Sport on the club's behalf. This is her fourth year as club president, having been 
many years on the committee. 

 
Helen has been the sole club representative in dealing with the settlement of the club's earthquake 
insurance claim and following from that settlement has liaised (and prodded where required) to 
ensure all repairs were then completed prior to the Senior Nationals, with repairs including Court 4 
front wall, court floors sanded, and new tiling in both the men’s and women’s changing area, along 
with painting in these areas, hallway and kitchen. 

 
As well as this and playing and being involved with interclub and club social events throughout this 
year, Helen with her exceptional leadership and managerial skills, was the driving force for the 
Football team to run a successful Nationals tournament, the first time this event has been in the 
South Island for nine years. This was no mean feat with the fundraising effort needed to host a 
nationals of this size, with the requirements of a significant prize pool of $13,000, live streaming, 
awards dinner, food throughout the whole event and covering both individual and team events that 
necessitated involving the Christchurch Club as co-hosts, so then also needing to provide transport 
between the clubs.   

 
Again Helen is an exceptional President and goes above and beyond with all her dealings for the 
Christchurch Football Squash Club and is an outstanding volunteer in squash. 
 

 
 

 Trophy for Senior Player of the Year 
 
The nominees are -  
 

 Paul Coll 
 

Paul’s outstanding list of achievements this year includes - NZ Senior National Champ, NZ Most 
Improved Senior Player, winner of four PSA Titles - Australian Open, Paris Open, Northern Territory 
Open & Australian Day Open, member of Squashways winning Cousins Shield Team, member of 
Canterbury’s winning Senior Men’s Team and a new highest world ranking of 41. He was also 
named PSA’s player of the month in August. 
 
 

 Chris van der Salm 
 
Chris is the current NZ Under 23 Champion and is PSA ranked. He was named runner up as the 
Most Improved Male after Senior Nationals. He is a member of Squashways winning Cousins Shield 
Team and played number two for the winning Canterbury Senior Team. Chris also is the current 
Canterbury Open Champion and Auckland Open Champion. 
 
 

 Megan Craig 



 
Megan is the winner of the Maylasian PSA event, the Australia Day Challenge, Perth Open, Burnside 
PSA and on the local scene – the Nelson Open and Marlborough Open. She was runner-up in the 
Darwin PSA event, the Invercargill PSA and most recently the NZ Senior Nationals. In June she was 
awarded PSA player of the month and also broke in the world’s top 40. 
 
 
 
The winner is: Paul Coll 
 
 
 

 Special presentation to Canterbury Senior Men’s team. 
 
 
 Final trophy for the evening -  Club of the Year 
 
Many of our clubs in the Canterbury district have performed well this year and it was a tough decision 
to name just one club of the year. This year the club of the year is the Christchurch Squash Club. 
 
Membership numbers have grown by over 30% in both junior and senior categories at the 
Christchurch Squash Club. The club has experienced a lift in court use as a result of a number of 
new membership initiatives which generated a real positive vibe. This coupled with the enormous 
effort by the tournament team hosting a record number of events, the implementation of the building 
upgrades, and all the planning towards a new eight court facility, the Christchurch Club is a worthy 
recipient for Club of the Year. 
 
The club has had outstanding performances from individuals and teams, like Karen Walton - a NZ 
Masters representative, Ruby Beresford being selected in the Canterbury Woman’s Senior Team 
and Junior Team, the Christchurch 1 women’s team winning both rounds of winter interclub, 4 out 
of 5 of the women’s interclub teams played in the finals of the championship rounds with 3 of these 
teams winning their divisions. The men’s top team won the championship round and 8 of the open 
teams participated in semi-finals of the championship round, with two of these winning. 
 
The club has a NZ National Referee club member who has actively mentored club members and 
helped four of them pass their District Referee exams. The club promotes the coaching modules to 
members and they currently have five coaches attending and passing various modules. 

 
The club had three teams qualify for the Superchamps National finals who fundraised and travelled 
away to Taumauranui, Cromwell and Masterton. 
 
The club supports and promotes new initiatives in squash to keep people interested in playing. The 
new format of mini tournaments, under the guidance of Greg Atkins, was a way of promoting squash 
which proved very successful. They also run a women’s squash morning where mothers are able to 
bring their kids along. The junior club night has increased to 15 juniors ranging from 6 years to 16 
years. Four full time volunteers coaches work with the juniors. The club keeps in contact with 
members with a bi-monthly newsletter and use of texting. 
 
Finally, this year the club hosted the Canterbury Open, Canterbury Graded Championships, co-
hosted the Senior Nationals with Football, and held a Woman’s R18 tournament, the Christchurch 
Pre-Season Open and the Christchurch Open. 
 
We congratulate the Christchurch Squash Club again on being named Club of the Year. 
 
CONCLUSION 


